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CONTEST BETWEEN CAPITAL AND LABOB STILL ON AT ZEIGLER;

FIKING CONTINUES NIGHTLY, BUT BULLETS AKE INEFFECTIVE

Joseph Lleiter, Representing the Coal Company, Standing Firm on Ultimatum Issued in

That He Would Pay a of Wages Which He Thought Was Fair-A- fter

Quiet of Four Months, Report of Attacks on Officials and
Men Employed in Ends in Being Sent

Property.
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tt'RITTEa FOR THE SUNDAT REPBBUC
Down In the very heart of "Egypt," Tlth

Jts tintoCd wcJth of coal, there Is a con-

dition of aSalni which In point of chief
actors, staee settlnss and general theme
with attending' Incidents Is either an opera
bouilc. which would drive the plots of the
modem music copiedy Into oblivion, or else
It Is the closing: scene of one of the most
bitter "and hardest fought contests be-

tween capital and labor which the com-

mercial record has chronicled.

Joseph Leiter, representing Uie Zelgler
Coal Company, which Is in fact the estate
of the late Levi Ze!?ier loiter, determined
months ago to defy - the United Mine

Vorkers of America and to manage the
WOO acres of cdai property In Franklin
County, Illinois, and the modem g

plant which bad been Installed, as he
saw Qt.

He formulated a scale of wages, which"

he declared be would pay for developing

and mining the 'immense beds of coal

which made a foundation for the land
which be controlled. It has been a ques-

tion ere? since his ultimatum was deliv-

ered on July 10 Jast, whether the LVelter

scale was greater or less for the same
amount of work than the scale wbjch bad
been agreed upon between the Coal Oper-

ators' Association of Illinois and the con-

ventions of the United Kins 'Workers of
America. Mr. Leiter nor bis company was
a member of the, Coal Operators' Associa-

tion.
At any rate a committea.from the Zelg-

ler local of the Mine Workers. No. 24ER,

sent a committee toproieet against the
proposed scale. MtLsiter refused to treat
with them, and has since declined to treat
with any of the miners as representatives
of the union.

A strike was at once orfered by the
executive authorities of the Mine Work-
ers, and the SB men on doty walked out
on July IS. They established a camp five
miles away, known as Camp Turner, and

tithe entire force moved there. Mr.Leiter
then began the erection of a stockade

.una the abaft and. englne-bons- e of bis
and employed a force of private

armed guards to protect the stockade and
II the model town, which was just reaching

completion-- .
These private guards, who were re-

cruited in Chicago and St. Louis', were
I later, replaced by a force of armed Deputy

f Sheriff, sworn Into the service of 'Frank--w cowry uy jsnennr oeorg-- e J. Etdn.
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GUARD3 ON DTJTT.
Theie guards were posted about the

town and on the Letter property, and
permitted no one to enter Zelgler "or re-

main In the vicinity, unless express per-
mission was granted from the administra-
tion building In the town, with which
ech guard station was connected by tele-
phone. At the height of the midsummer
crisis, which was supposed to be impend-
ing, the force numbered close to 300 men.

The Inciter object was to afford ample
protection to the laborers, nonunion min-
ers, who were secured In Pennsylvania,
Chicago. St. Louis, Minnesota or wherever
they could be found. These men would
be brought In by specially guarded trains
and taken to Zelgler, whero they went to
woik In the mini.

The union headquarters at Camp Turner
In the meanwhile stationed their men at
the towns which covered the approaches
by railway to Zelgler, and established a
system of picketing, endeavoring to turn
back the men who were brought ta-

in the latter part of July an injunction
was applied for and granted In the Federal
Court at Sprlngfleld, which prohibited any
one from going upon the Letter property
unless permission had been previously
granted. The United States Marshal and
a force of deputies served the Injunction
upon all of the striking' miners, and estab-
lished headquarters at Zelgler, where they
have since been on duty. Three miners
are now serving sentence at Sprlngfleld
for contempt of court In violating this In-
junction.

LABORERS ARE LMPORTED.- -

Laborers were Imported In large number
during the succeeding months, and they
were taken Into Zelgler without incident,
and' about the usual force of men was em-
ployed m'dlgglng the coaL Gradually the
force of deputies on the private pay roll
was reduced, and the outpost system was
abandoned, i living the fall duty of .pro-
tecting the property to the Iteputy United
States Manhals.

In 'the early days of November reports
began to come from the surrounding towns
that there had been firing around the out-
skirts of Zelgler, and that disturbances
accompanied the arrival of Importations of
laborers. On November IS a special

a carload of foreigners Zelgler-ibou- nd

was fired upon between Christopher
and Zelgler, and about one and one-ha- lf

miles south of Camp Turner.
One man, an Austrian, was killed, and

those who were on the train were so ter-
rorized that meny of them refused to re-
main at Zelgler, and left the next ac-
companied by some of those who had gone
In previously.

From 1that time on shooting' around
Zelgler has been practically a nightly oc-

currence, though as far as can' be ascer-
tained there are no casualties which ,have
been a result of the firing, and authorities
differ greatly bqJJt at to the amount of
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shooting and as to who are responsible for
the same.

On Friday afernoon, November 13, Jo-
seph Letter, who had been visiting Zelg-
ler, was accompanied to the railroad sta-

tion at West Frankfort, five miles south,
by Henry R. Flatt, his confidential ad-
viser, and In direct charge of tho Letter
Interest at Zelgler, and by William
Browning, an official at Zelgler. Mr Letter
left for Chicago.

Mr. Piatt and Mr. Browning returned
overland in the dusk. Their statement Is
that as they passed the "White Church,"
two mile? from the administration
building, three men, as nearly as they
could distinguish, opened fire with re-
volvers upon their carriage. They re-

turned the fire, and there was a fusillade
of perhaps thirty shots.

SHERIF 13 NOTIFIED.
They state that they were not injured

and that they do not know that any of
their ghots took effect. That night Sheriff
Stein, at Benton, was notified of the oc-

currence, together with a demand for pro-
tection. Sheriff Stein wired Governor
Yates that he was not able to give tho
necersary protection, and asked that
troops bo sunt.

Orders were Issued at Springfield on the
seme night for the mobilization of Com
pany F of the Fourth Regiment, LUinotr
Natlonai Guard, of Mount Vernon. Un-
der command of Captain Satterfield this
command reached Benton Saturday night,
and was taken overland to Zelgler. After
Investigation personally by Colonel R. J.
Sband. acting for the Adjutant General,
this force was increased on Monday by
the ordering out of Company C of Carbon-dal- e,

of the same regiment.
This company arrived on Monday morn-

ing in a special train, under the command
of Captain Galbralth. Colonel Roy R.
Recce, Assistant Adjutant General, ac-
companied the military, and spent the
week In looking over the situation. There
are forty-fiv- e men with Company S and
forty men with Company c

There are now oa duty the eighty-fiv- e
mlllrHroen. forty Deputy United States
Marshals, under the command of General
'James B. Barkley, who Is a Brigadier
General In the Illinois National Guard,
and a mounted cavalry patrol, which. Is
maintained by the Letter interests. There
Is in addition an artillery force, which
consists of ten rapid-fir- e guns of the mod-
ern riot pattern, capable of firing E00

shots per minute.
'The guns are In charge generally of F.

A. Anderson, a British expert In affairs
of the artillery, and who was a Com-
mandant In the Boer War. The guns are
placed In the several blockhouses which
stud the stockade, at the Administration
bunding and at the pumping station, and
are" handled by expert operators.

Surmounting' the 200-fo- water tower
within the stockade is one of the strongest

which has been manufac-
tured. Its beam will light the country
four miles away, and an individual who
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falls within the reach of lis rays may be
plainly distinguished at that distance.

From all appearances within, especially
at nightfall. Zelgler stems to be in a state
of siego. From all appearances without,
both day and night. Zelgler seems to be
nestled in the heart of one of the greatest
peace-lovi-ng sections of the State.

At Camp Turner there are now but
twenty of the striking miners, but with
their families the total population reachel
sixty. The rest have secured employment
elsewhere, or are living In others of thft
strongly union towns of Southern Illinois.
So much for the general conditions.

WHO 13 DOING THE FIRING T

Who is doing the firing around Zelgler?
That is the question which brings the two
elements Into direct conflict, as to their I

statements.
If tho claims of the strikers are borno

out eventually as to where the responsl'
blUty lien, the whole affair since the be
ginning of the incidents which led up tor
the bringing of the militia Is a farce. To
the observer who docs cot. have to go out'
in the dark and cold and stand guard for
thirteen hours, It furnishes much more
amusement than docs the average comic
opera. If Henry R. Piatt and his asso-
ciates have been brought to their present
way. of thinking and saying by, the inci
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dents which they declare they have posi-
tive proof of, Franklin County Is in a
state of anarchy, such as Illinois has tn

If ever known.
The miners, say none of their men

have been any of the shoot-
ing affairs, that force Is no part of their
plan of campaign, that they have no
money to purchase guns and ammunition.
Also that they could not afford to lose
publics sympathy by such procedure, mil
that If they had done all of the shooting
with which they are credited, they have
marksmen who would make better rec-
ords than have resulted from the firing.

Mr. Piatt says'for Mr. Letter that bul-
let marks are found In the engine-roo- m

and other Important features of the Zelg-
ler plant; that one man has been killed
by one of the bullets; that he has per-
sonally been fired upon; that the search-
light has disclosed men creeping upon the
plant and upon the pumping station, two
'miles away, and that he Is In possession
of evidence which, at the proper time, will
prove that the. union and the officials of
the striking miners are directly

the firing:
Statements of persons In Zelgler who

sxa entitled to full credence as
parties, show that many bullets

have passed over and through the town.
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BIRD'S-ET- B HEW OF TEE LETTER PROPERTY AT ZEIGLER.

Leaders of the miners, notably W. T.
Morris of Duquoin. who Is a member of
the Executive Committee of the United
Mine Workers and the business man In
charge of the strike, say that the firing
has been done through the orders of Mr.
Letter and with the sole purpose of giving
the Impression that there Is a reign of
terror. In the hope of bringing in the sol-
diers and dispensing with his private and
expensive force of guards.

COLONEL REECE-- REPORT.
It Is difficult and. In fact. Impossible, to

reconcile the statements of the opposing
leaders. Colonel Reece completed his In-

spection on Thursday and his report to
Governor Yates should be a fair state-
ment of the situation.

There la firing at Zelgler and plenty of
It. For the first time since the Inception
of the strike newspaper representatives
were permitted to remain within the con-
fines of the town after night. Last Thurs-
day night found a half dozen cooped up
In Illinois Central boxcar No. 33Q.

The boxcar serves as the depot tele-
graph ofilce and express station for Zelg-

ler. Before night had fallen, under the
ohaperonage of a deputy marshal, the
half dozen sought the decrepit old relic of
freight traffic determined to hear the
shooting for themselves.

Darkness had come at S o'clock, and
until T there, was nothing doing. Then,
like ths breaking of dawn, the beam of the
giant searchlight darted over the country.
Nervously tt swept around in a great cir-
cle, hesitating now and then as a sus-
picious object, .come within its pure tow.
After the first general survey, down shot
the blinding beam upon Camp Turner, five
miles away, and for full ten minutes did
the intervening farmhouses and trees
stand out clearec than under noonday
glare. (Then lc was th prswpftoosa and
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heavCy-woode- d bottom of the Big Muddy;
that fell under Its survcUIanco.

For four hours quiet reigned and thu
newspaper crowd began to be disgusted
with themselves, Zelgler and the world la
general. Nothing broke the stillness of st
perfect night but the footfall now and then
of the blue overcoated soidier boy, who
was wishing he was back between the
blankets of his own rooftree.

Or a mounted deputy came galloping: by
with the report from one of the outlying
guard stations. The gentle pufltng-- of tho
hoisting engine and the creaking of the ca.
bles became so monotonous as to gradually
fade out of the tone picture.

Suddenly, "bang,' away eff toward thsj
pmephouso. It was a Winchester. Twfl
shots rang out In answer.

Ten minutes and a repetition of the pro
losue.

Then In what seemed to be a semldrtla
away back of the group of stores hica
cluster about the Administration buCdlrsT
there was a sharp series of shots, fifty;
perhaps.

The answer this time was no singls)
"ping"' of a National Guard Srrfcgfleld,
but with a rattle and a roar one cf th
magazine guns crashed out a spiteful re-
ply and swept the deep timber with Its
murderous bullets. Then quiet o gain-Thr-

times was this repeated during the
night. The soldiers were ordered out en
the double quick, the Depury Marshals
hurried to the direction of the firrr. and
all who dared or had permits to be en
the streets after dark stnrtcd for the point
of attack.

Seated around the old gryle cannon stove
In Ijox car No. 3X3, the "war cmrvspond-ent- s"

agreed for the first fro in (oar days
and the one point of agreement was tint
there had been littla exaggeration In thereports from Zelgler If the night's cample,
was a fair specimen of the preeedlnc ted
dints. .
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